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the story of abelard and heloise remains one of the world s most celebrated and tragic love
affairs through their letters we follow the path of their romance from its reckless and ecstatic
beginnings when heloise became abelard s pupil through the suffering of public scandal and

enforced secret marriage to their eventual separation

it sometimes happens that love is little esteemed by those who choose rather to think of other
affairs and in requital he strongly manifests his power in unthought ways need is to think of
abelard and heloise how now his treatises and works are memories only and how the love of
her who in lifetime received little comfort therefor has been crowned with the violet crown of
grecian sappho and the homage of all lovers the world itself was learning a new love when
these two met was beginning to heed the quiet call of the spirit of the renaissance which at its
consummation brought forth the glories of the quattrocento it was among the stone walled
rose covered gardens and clustered homes of ecclesiastics who served the ancient roman
builded pile of notre dame that abelard found heloise from his noble father s home in brittany
abelard gifted and ambitious came to study with william of champeaux in paris his
advancement was rapid and time brought him the acknowledged leadership of the philosophic
school of the city a prestige which received added lustre from his controversies with his later
instructor in theology anselm of laon his career at this time was brilliant adulation and flattery
added to the respect given his great and genuine ability made sweet a life which we can
imagine was in most respects to his liking among the students who flocked to him came the
beautiful maiden heloise to learn of philosophy her uncle fulbert living in retired ease near
notre dame offered in exchange for such instruction both bed and board and abelard having
already seen and resolved to win her undertook the contract many quiet hours these two
spent on the green river watered isle studying old philosophies and time swift and silent as
the seine sped on until when days had changed to months they became aware of the deeper
knowledge of love heloise responded wholly to this new influence and abelard forgetting his
ambition desired their marriage yet as this would have injured his opportunities for
advancement in the church heloise steadfastly refused this formal sanction of her passion
their love becoming known in time to fulbert his grief and anger were uncontrollable in fear the

two fled to the country and there their child was born abelard still urged marriage and at last
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outwearied with importunities she consented only insisting that it be kept a secret such a
course was considered best to pacify her uncle who in fact promised reconciliation as a
reward yet upon its accomplishment he openly declared the marriage unwilling that this be
known lest the knowledge hurt her lover heloise strenuously denied the truth the two had
returned confident of fulbert s reaffirmed regard and he now deeply troubled and revengeful
determined to inflict that punishment and indignity on abelard which in its accomplishment
shocked even that ruder civilization to horror and to reprisal the shamed and mortified victim
caring only for solitude in which to hide and rest retired into the wilderness returning after a
time to take the vows of monasticism unwilling to leave his love where by chance she could
become another s he demanded that she become a nun she yielded obedience and although
but twenty two years of age entered the convent of argenteuil abelard s mind was still virile
and perhaps to his surprise the world again sought him out anxious still to listen to his
masterful logic but with his renewed influence came fierce persecution and the following years
of life were filled with trials and sorrows sixteen years passed after the lovers parted and then
heloise prioress of the paraclete found a letter of consolation written by abelard to a friend
recounting his sad career her response is a letter of passion and complaining an equal to
which it is hard to find in all literature to his cold and formal reply she wrote a second
questioning and confused and a third constrained and resigned these three constitute the
record of a soul vainly seeking in spiritual consolation rest from love abelard with little heart
for love or ambition still stubbornly contested with his foes on a journey to rome where he had
appealed from a judgment of heresy against his teachings he overweary turned aside to rest
in the monastery of cluni in burgundy and there died heloise begged his body for burial in the

paraclete twenty years later and at the same age as her lover she too passed to rest

a forbidden love a scandal and letters that defied time héloise and abelard s passionate

exchange reveals desire betrayal and an unbreakable bond of intellect and devotion

the popularity of the personal letters has generated considerable fanfare for the publication of
another set of correspondence printed under the title the lost love letters of heloise and
abelard the authorship of all these letters has been contested repeatedly with the last

mentioned collection being the center of a present firestorm
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peter abelard was born in the village of palais in britany he lived in the twelfth century in the
reigns of louis the gross and louis the young his father s name was beranger a gentleman of
a considerable and wealthy family he took care to give his children a liberal and pious
education especially his eldest son peter on whom he endeavoured to bestow all possible
improvements because there appeared in him an extraordinary vivacity of wit joined with
sweetness of temper and all imaginable presages of a great man when he had made some
advancement in learning he grew so fond of his books that lest affairs of the world might
interrupt his proficiency in them he quitted his birthright to his younger brothers and applied
himself entirely to the studies of philosophy and divinity of all the sciences to which he applied
himself that which pleased him most and in which he made the greatest progress was logick
he had a very subtile wit and was incessantly whetting it by disputes out of a restless ambition
to be master of his weapons so that in a short time he gained the reputation of the greatest
philosopher of his age and has always been esteemed the founder of what we call the
learning of the schoolmen he finished his studies at paris where learning was then in a
flourishing condition in this city he found that famous professor of philosophy william des
champeaux and soon became his favourite scholar but this did not last long the professor
was so hard put to it to answer the subtle objections of his new scholar that he grew uneasy
with him the school soon run into parties the senior scholars transported with envy against
abelard seconded their master s resentment all this served only to increase the young man s
presumption who now thought himself sufficiently qualified to set up a school of his own for
this purpose he chose an advantageous place which was the town of melun ten leagues from
paris where the french court resided at that time champeaux did all that he could to hinder the
erecting of this school but some of the great courtiers being his enemies the opposition he
made to it only promoted the design of his rival

the illicit relationship between peter abelard a medieval philosopher and his young pupil
heloise is one of history s most legendary and tragic love affairs from reckless ecstasy to
public scandal and cruel separation their eloquent and intimate letters tell the story of their
passionate doomed romance united by the theme of love the writings in the great loves series

span over two thousand years and vastly different worlds readers will be introduced to love s
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endlessly fascinating possibilities and extremities romantic love platonic love erotic love gay
love virginal love adulterous love parental love filial love nostalgic love unrequited love illicit

love not to mention lost love twisted and obsessional love

by any standard the tale of heloise and abelard is an extraordinary story brilliant young
philosopher seduces brilliant beautiful student passionate affair ensues she gets pregnant
and they secretly marry her relatives feel he has wronged her terribly and in the middle of the
night they break in and castrate him after which both take refuge in the church the letters
written years after the affair are of great eloquence and depth of thought and feeling through
them the couple works to transform their earthly love which had continued to burn in heloise s
heart into a spiritual bond that turns out to have similarly great passion and transcendence
although the letters are steeped in religious debates and intrigues of the time their beauty

makes the love behind them seem as alive today as it was so many centuries ago

the most comprehensive compilation of the works of abelard and heloise ever presented in a
single volume in english the letters and other writings features an accurate and stylistically
faithful new translation of both the calamities of peter abelard and the remarkable letters it
sparked between the ill fated twelfth century philosopher and his brilliant former student and
lover an exchange whose intellectual passion formal virtuosity and psychological drama
distinguish it as one of the most extraordinary correspondences in european history thanks to
this edition latin less readers will be better placed than ever to see why this undisputed
milestone in the intellectual life of medieval france is also a masterpiece of western literature
in addition to the the calamities and the letters the first complete english translation of all
seven in more than eighty years this volume includes an introduction a map and a chronology
abelard s confession of faith letters between heloise and peter the venerable the introduction
to the questions of heloise and selected songs and poems by abelard among them a
previously untranslated shaped poem open wide your eyes extracts of lost letters sometimes

ascribed to abelard and heloise are given in appendixes

almost one thousand years ago two people fell in love peter abelard was the tutor of nineteen
year old heloise and nearly twenty years her senior it was a torrid affair heloise fell pregnant
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and her guardian abbot fulbert plotted a hideous revenge abelard was seized and castrated
the lovers responded to this catastrophe by retreating into separate religious orders and
seeking peace in the service of god years later a letter from abelard to a friend falls by
chance into heloise s possession she writes to him and there follows a series of letters that
even today has the power to shock excite and move the reader to tears the poignant yearning
to see one another once more is in every line of their correspondence heloise s timeless
declarations of love could have been written only yesterday her reckless ruthless honesty her
apotheosis of love over morality if the emperor augustus saw fit to honor me with marriage it
would be dearer to me to be called not his empress but your whore cannot fail but impress

with its hopeless defiant fidelity absolutely captivating

the tragic unconcealing and poetic letters between the mediaeval scholars peter abelard and
his prize student heloise after his violent castration by her uncle forced him out of the
priesthood and her into a nunnery where both struggled to overcome their earthly love for the
love of heaven with what success is revealed in this remarkable series of love letters this
edition also contains an introduction on their lives and story and an appendix on the

significant names in that story
the love letters of abelard and heloise by peter abelard heloise

soon after meeting near the famed city of love paris heloiseand abelard fall into a deep and
passionate love abelard is a well known man and famous teacher his students are considered
to be lucky to study with him heloise however surpasses his other students with her multi
linguicism and impressive scholarship whether it be fate or their mutual intelligence heloise
and abelard make a quick connection since heloise is one of abelard s pupils the love quickly
invites scandal when fulbert heloise s uncle and sole guardian discovers their romance he
forbids it the two lovers continue their affair in secret but it becomes impossible to hide when
heloise gets pregnant after the birth of their son heloise is sent away to live in a convent and
abelard soon follows her suit becoming a monk after a violent run in with fulbert and his
friends each struggle with their own religious journey one born from necessity and shelter the
other from devotion though apart heloise and abelard try to stay in touch and sustain their
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love despite the public scandal and unfavorable odds told through a series of letters witness
the intimacy of this 12th century romance filled with scandal passion and emotion the letters
of abelard and heloise gives readers a personal view into the famed and real life relationship
of abelard and heloise this classic romance has since inspired love stories while abelard and
heloise remain legends in french history and fascinating characters of history heloise s
embodiment of feminist values provide much needed representation in classic literature with a
brilliant new cover design and a readable font the letters of abelard and heloise not only tells
the true and dramatic story of a forbidden romance but also offers insight into middle age

culture and religious life

unlike some other reproductions of classic texts 1 we have not used ocr optical character
recognition as this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos 2 in books where there
are images such as portraits maps sketches etc we have endeavoured to keep the quality of
these images so they represent accurately the original artefact although occasionally there
may be certain imperfections with these old texts we feel they deserve to be made available

for future generations to enjoy

peter abelard was born in the village of palais in britany he lived in the twelfth century in the
reigns of louis the gross and louis the young his father s name was beranger a gentleman of
a considerable and wealthy family he took care to give his children a liberal and pious
education especially his eldest son peter on whom he endeavoured to bestow all possible
improvements because there appeared in him an extraordinary vivacity of wit joined with
sweetness of temper and all imaginable presages of a great man when he had made some
advancement in learning he grew so fond of his books that lest affairs of the world might
interrupt his proficiency in them he quitted his birthright to his younger brothers and applied
himself entirely to the studies of philosophy and divinity of all the sciences to which he applied
himself that which pleased him most and in which he made the greatest progress was logick
he had a very subtile wit and was incessantly whetting it by disputes out of a restless ambition
to be master of his weapons so that in a short time he gained the reputation of the greatest
philosopher of his age and has always been esteemed the founder of what we call the

learning of the schoolmen he finished his studies at paris where learning was then in a
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flourishing condition in this city he found that famous professor of philosophy william des
champeaux and soon became his favourite scholar but this did not last long the professor
was so hard put to it to answer the subtle objections of his new scholar that he grew uneasy
with him the school soon run into parties the senior scholars transported with envy against
abelard seconded their master s resentment all this served only to increase the young man s
presumption who now thought himself sufficiently qualified to set up a school of his own for
this purpose he chose an advantageous place which was the town of melun ten leagues from
paris where the french court resided at that time champeaux did all that he could to hinder the
erecting of this school but some of the great courtiers being his enemies the opposition he
made to it only promoted the design of his rival

peter abelard was born in the village of palais in britany he lived in the twelfth century in the
reigns of louis the gross and louis the young his father s name was beranger a gentleman of
a considerable and wealthy family he took care to give his children a liberal and pious
education especially his eldest son peter on whom he endeavoured to bestow all possible
improvements because there appeared in him an extraordinary vivacity of wit joined with
sweetness of temper and all imaginable presages of a great man when he had made some
advancement in learning he grew so fond of his books that lest affairs of the world might
interrupt his proficiency in them he quitted his birthright to his younger brothers and applied
himself entirely to the studies of philosophy and divinity of all the sciences to which he applied
himself that which pleased him most and in which he made the greatest progress was logick
he had a very subtile wit and was incessantly whetting it by disputes out of a restless ambition
to be master of his weapons so that in a short time he gained the reputation of the greatest
philosopher of his age and has always been esteemed the founder of what we call the
learning of the schoolmen he finished his studies at paris where learning was then in a
flourishing condition in this city he found that famous professor of philosophy william des
champeaux and soon became his favourite scholar but this did not last long the professor
was so hard put to it to answer the subtle objections of his new scholar that he grew uneasy
with him the school soon run into parties the senior scholars transported with envy against

abelard seconded their master s resentment all this served only to increase the young man s
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presumption who now thought himself sufficiently qualified to set up a school of his own for

this purpose he chose an advantageous place which was the town of melun ten leagues from

paris where the french court resided at that time champeaux did all that he could to hinder the

erecting of this school but some of the great courtiers being his enemies the opposition he

made to it only promoted the design of his rival
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Spreadsheets: You can create your own
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other details.
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audiobooks, and where can | find them?
Audiobooks: Audio recordings of books, perfect
for listening while commuting or multitasking.
Platforms: Audible, LibriVox, and Google Play

Books offer a wide selection of audiobooks.

8. How do | support authors or the book industry?
Buy Books: Purchase books from authors or

independent bookstores. Reviews: Leave

reviews on platforms like Goodreads or Amazon.

Promotion: Share your favorite books on social

media or recommend them to friends.

9. Are there book clubs or reading communities |
can join? Local Clubs: Check for local book
clubs in libraries or community centers. Online
Communities: Platforms like Goodreads have

virtual book clubs and discussion groups.

10. Can | read The Letters Of Ablard And Hlose
books for free? Public Domain Books: Many
classic books are available for free as theyre in
the public domain. Free E-books: Some
websites offer free e-books legally, like Project

Gutenberg or Open Library.

Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way
we read, making books more accessible than
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ever. With the rise of ebooks, readers can
now carry entire libraries in their pockets.
Among the various sources for ebooks, free
ebook sites have emerged as a popular
choice. These sites offer a treasure trove of
knowledge and entertainment without the
cost. But what makes these sites so
valuable, and where can you find the best
ones? Let's dive into the world of free ebook
sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites

offer numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money.
Buying books can be expensive, especially if
you're an avid reader. Free ebook sites allow
you to access a vast array of books without

spending a dime.
Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility.
Whether you're at home, on the go, or
halfway around the world, you can access
your favorite titles anytime, anywhere,

provided you have an internet connection.
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Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is
astounding. From classic literature to
contemporary novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook sites cover all

genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a
few stand out for their quality and range of

offerings.
Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering
free ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site
provides a wealth of classic literature in the

public domain.
Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for
every book ever published. It offers millions
of free ebooks, making it a fantastic resource

for readers.
Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and

preview millions of books from libraries and
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publishers worldwide. While not all books are

available for free, many are.
ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free
ebooks in various genres. The site is user-

friendly and offers books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and
business books, making it an excellent
resource for students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid

pirated content and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not
downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks
not only harm authors and publishers but can

also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your
devices updated to protect against malware

that can be hidden in downloaded files.
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Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the
right to distribute the book and that you're not

violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for

Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for

educational purposes.
Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open
Library offer numerous academic resources,

including textbooks and scholarly articles.
Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills,
from cooking to programming, making these

sites great for personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites
provide a wealth of educational materials for

different grade levels and subjects.
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Genres Available on Free Ebook
Sites

The diversity of genres available on free
ebook sites ensures there's something for

everyone.
Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary
bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming

with options.
Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies,
self-help books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide
range of subjects, helping reduce the

financial burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of
children's books, from picture books to young

adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook
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Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that

enhance accessibility.
Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great
for those who prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your
reading comfort, making it easier for those

with visual impairments.
Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written
text into audio, providing an alternative way

to enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook
Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading

experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a
smartphone, choose a device that offers a
comfortable reading experience for you.
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Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to find and access

your favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your
library across multiple devices, so you can
pick up right where you left off, no matter

which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come

with challenges and limitations.
Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and
sometimes the quality of the digital copy can

be poor.
Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks
you download, limiting sharing and

transferring between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires
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an internet connection, which can be a

limitation in areas with poor connectivity.
Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook
sites as technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make
accessing and reading ebooks even more

seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will
help more people benefit from free ebook

sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more
digitized, free ebook sites will play an

increasingly vital role in learning.
Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an
incredible opportunity to access a wide range

of books without the financial burden. They
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are invaluable resources for readers of all
ages and interests, providing educational
materials, entertainment, and accessibility
features. So why not explore these sites and

discover the wealth of knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free
ebook sites are legal. They typically offer
books that are in the public domain or have
the rights to distribute them. How do | know if
an ebook site is safe? Stick to well-known
and reputable sites like Project Gutenberg,
Open Library, and Google Books. Check
reviews and ensure the site has proper
security measures. Can | download ebooks
to any device? Most free ebook sites offer
downloads in multiple formats, making them
compatible with various devices like e-
readers, tablets, and smartphones. Do free
ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many free
ebook sites offer audiobooks, which are
perfect for those who prefer listening to their
books. How can | support authors if | use
free ebook sites? You can support authors by
purchasing their books when possible,
leaving reviews, and sharing their work with

others.

The Letters Of Ablard And Hlose



The Letters Of Ablard And Hlose

15

The Letters Of Ablard And Hlose



